
 

 
 



 

 
WHAT​ ​YOU​ ​NEED​ ​TO​ ​KNOW 

 
What​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Vocabulary​ ​Bowl? 

 
The ​Vocabulary Bowl is a national online word-learning competition for schools that kicks off              
on October 1st each year. At the end of the playing season on April 30, 2018 the high school                   
and the middle / elementary school that mastered the most words will each hoist a trophy at                 
a special awards ceremony. With monthly banners awarded to top schools, new State &              
Province Champion banners on the line, and real-time leaderboards to follow the action,             
there​ ​is​ ​plenty​ ​of​ ​excitement​ ​to​ ​keep​ ​students​ ​striving​ ​for​ ​academic​ ​excellence​ ​all​ ​year​ ​long. 

 
 

It’s​ ​about​ ​motivation,​ ​achievement,​ ​and​ ​pride. 
 

The Vocabulary Bowl is not just a platform for word learning, it’s an opportunity to set goals                 
and to strive for success. When it comes to practice, sometimes we could all use a little                 
extra motivation, and many folks find that a healthy dose of competition can be just the                
spark to ignite that inner drive to keep at it. The Vocabulary Bowl taps into the power of                  
friendly​ ​competition​ ​to​ ​drive​ ​academic​ ​achievement. 

 
Because different learners have different attitudes toward competition, we carefully          
designed the game to emphasize and reward individual progress, too. When students see             
themselves making gains, whether it’s mastering a word or earning an achievement badge,             
that’s​ ​some​ ​pretty​ ​powerful​ ​motivation​ ​to​ ​keep​ ​learning. 

 
 

County​ ​leaderboards​ ​bring​ ​competition​ ​closer​ ​to​ ​home. 
 

What fuels that competitive Bowl spirit — beyond the thirst for word knowledge and the fact                
that playing Vocabulary.com is just plain fun? We think it has a lot to do with rivalries, and                  
that's why this year we've brought you a new set of leaderboards — ​county leaderboards​.               
This new level of competition really brings it home in terms of setting your sites on a school                  
to​ ​beat.  

 
 

New!​ ​Vocabulary​ ​Bowl​ ​State​ ​&​ ​Province​ ​Champions​ ​banners​ ​up​ ​for​ ​grabs. 
 

Starting with the 2017 - 2018 Vocabulary Bowl, we will crown a champion in each of the                 
U.S. States and Territories and each of the Canadian Provinces for the season when the               
final bowl buzzer sounds on April 30th. Imagine hoisting a glorious green champions banner              
to the rafters of the gym, and claiming the bragging rights that go with it! With a smaller field                   
of competitors, this new award makes it possible for any school across the map to attain                
Vocabulary​ ​Bowl​ ​glory.  
 
 
 

 

https://www.vocabulary.com/bowl/
https://www.vocabulary.com/articles/announcements/announcing-county-leaderboards/


 

 
ON​ ​YOUR​ ​WORD...​ ​GET​ ​SET… 

 
Pre-season​ ​steps​ ​and​ ​ideas​ ​to​ ​get​ ​your​ ​class​ ​in​ ​competition​ ​condition. 

 
 

Read​ ​the​ ​​official​ ​rules​​ ​and​ ​eligibility​ ​guidelines. 
 

 
Use the printables at the end of this kit, including bulletin board materials and a               
certificate of achievement, to create awareness and provide a visual reminder of            
goals​ ​and​ ​successes. 

 
 

Let colleagues know about the bowl. Students who are not in your classes can still               
sign up for a free account, select your school, improve their vocabulary, and earn              
points​ ​for​ ​your​ ​school. 

 
 

Check out the “you-centric” ​leaderboards​, where you’ll see real-time Bowl updates           
all season. Bookmark the leaderboards in your browser so that following your            
school​ ​is​ ​just​ ​a​ ​click​ ​away. 

 
 
Think locally and ​create your own league in which you choose the competitors that              
matter​ ​the​ ​most​ ​to​ ​​your​​ ​students​ ​and​ ​​your​​ ​school. 
 
 
Create classes and invite students. Make sure that invited students have joined            
and​ ​selected​ ​your​ ​school. 
 
 
Show your students ​Vocabulary.com​. Spending even 15 minutes teaching         
students​ ​about​ ​Vocabulary.com​ ​is​ ​linked​ ​to​ ​more​ ​usage​ ​and​ ​more​ ​satisfaction. 
 

 
Assign work. Peruse the ​List Library​. ​Create your own lists​. Have students put in              
open-ended practice time using the ​Challenge​. Or choose any combination of           
these,​ ​and​ ​be​ ​sure​ ​to​ ​set​ ​expectations. 

 
 
 

 

https://www.vocabulary.com/bowl/#signup
https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/vocabgrabber
https://www.vocabulary.com/articles/announcements/wholl-be-in-your-fantasy-bowl-league/
https://www.vocabulary.com/play/
https://www.vocabulary.com/bowl/rules/
https://www.vocabulary.com/play/
https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/
https://www.vocabulary.com/leaderboards/thismonth/


 

 

GO! 
 

October​ ​1,​ ​2017​ ​is​ ​opening​ ​day!​ ​Try​ ​these​ ​activities,​ ​assignments​ ​and 
events​ ​to​ ​increase​ ​word-learning​ ​and​ ​drive​ ​bowl​ ​participation. 

 
Just​ ​start​ ​playing​ ​the​ ​Challenge. 

 
Not sure how to get going? It’s easy. Just have your students sign up, select your school,                 
and ​start playing the Challenge​. Every word they master will count toward your school’s              
overall​ ​words​ ​mastered​ ​total,​ ​and​ ​will​ ​improve​ ​their​ ​vocabulary​ ​to​ ​boot!  
 

 
Make​ ​vocabulary​ ​learning​ ​a​ ​spectator​ ​sport! 

 
Maybe your school doesn’t have a jumbotron. But a projector and a screen or an interactive                
whiteboard are all you need to make a captivating display of the real-time leaderboards.              
Whether you’re focused on how your school is faring in your county, your state, or overall,                
you can watch as you master words and climb the ranks. WARNING: The display is truly                
mesmerizing, so you might need to turn it off if you want your students to get back to                  
word-learning! 
 

 
Host​ ​bowl​ ​events,​ ​big​ ​and​ ​small. 

 
Can seat-work, bell-work, morning-work, and homeroom be Vocabulary Bowl events? They           
can if you allow students to log on to Vocabulary.com to play and learn! How about having                 
an “Eat Your Words” lunch period marathon, where kids BYOD ​(bring your own device​) and               
fuel up on words as well as food? Maybe you want to host an after-school session where                 
students get together and work as a team to meet a Vocabulary Bowl goal. Get creative,                
and let us know how you are coming up with new ways to play. We might even feature you                   
and​ ​your​ ​school​ ​in​ ​our​ ​blog,​ ​giving​ ​your​ ​students​ ​some​ ​well-deserved​ ​recognition. 
 

 
A​ ​plan​ ​without​ ​a​ ​goal​ ​is​ ​just​ ​a​ ​wish. 

 
Work with your students to monitor your progress and set goals. How many words can they                
master in a day? A week? Can you set a new all-time high for your position on one of the                    
leaderboards? Use goals to motivate teamwork and learning, and watch your students            
soar. 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.vocabulary.com/play/


 

 
Tricks​ ​&​ ​Tips 

 
Try​ ​one​ ​of​ ​these​ ​tried​ ​and​ ​tested​ ​tips​ ​from​ ​real​ ​teachers. 

 
 

Think​ ​outside​ ​the​ ​list​ ​-​ ​create​ ​virtual​ ​classes. 
 

Your Vocabulary.com class lists don’t necessarily have to match the lists for the periods              
you teach. Some teachers have set up ​purely virtual classes for students who want to               
compete​ ​against​ ​one​ ​another.  
 

 
Bye-bye,​ ​boring​ ​bus​ ​rides. 

 
Whether it’s on a field trip or a drive to an away game, those bus rides can get very                   
tiresome. How about encouraging students to log on to Vocabulary.com and play the             
Challenge?​ ​Who​ ​can​ ​master​ ​the​ ​most​ ​words​ ​in​ ​a​ ​round​ ​trip? 
 

 
Create​ ​a​ ​classroom​ ​currency. 

 
Some students will answer more questions than others as they strive to master words, so               
remember to reward ​effort for its own sake, which you can think of in terms of points earned                  
or questions answered. Design a million-dollar bill to award students when they reach the              
level of ​Sesquipedalianist. Create a token worth 1,000 questions answered. Students will            
love working with you to create a currency that rewards their time and effort, and can be                 
redeemed​ ​for​ ​privileges​ ​and​ ​perks​ ​that​ ​you​ ​come​ ​up​ ​with​ ​together.  
 

 
Display,​ ​announce,​ ​recognize! 

 
Some good-old-fashioned school traditions never go out of style. Schools still have bulletin             
boards, and you might be happy to get some new ideas for a great-looking display that                
promotes your students’ word-learning efforts and does not take multiple trips to the craft              
store and several hours to create. Print the display-worthy resources on the last pages of               
this Kick-off Kit to create buzz and generate awareness of your commitment to vocabulary.              
Does your school still do announcements over the PA system? Many schools do, and it               
would be great to promote academic competition when the next day’s news is read. Free               
publicity for your Bowl efforts! And nothing says ​recognition like a handsome certificate of              
achievement printed on sturdy cardstock, presented at an assembly, or just casually            
handed​ ​to​ ​a​ ​student​ ​who​ ​deserves​ ​some​ ​recognition.​ ​Sometimes,​ ​the​ ​classics​ ​are​ ​the​ ​best. 
 

 
 

 

https://www.vocabulary.com/articles/tips-and-tricks/vocabulary-freaks-get-in-beast-mode-for-the-battle-royale/


 

 
Bowl​ ​Season​ ​Calendar 
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Display-Worthy​ ​Printables 

 
On the next pages of this Teacher Kick-off Kit you’ll find printables that you              
can use to create Vocabulary Bowl displays in your school. Making a visual             
impression with these resources builds community awareness of your         
students’ commitment to word learning and validates the time and energy           
they​ ​invest​ ​in​ ​this​ ​endeavor. 
 
The​ ​printables​ ​include: 
 

● ​ ​8.5​ ​x​ ​11​ ​Vocabulary​ ​Bowl​ ​Mini-Poster 
 

● 8.5​ ​x​ ​11​ ​Certificate​ ​of​ ​Achievement 
 

● 4​ ​“compete”​ ​slogan​ ​strips 
 

● 9​ ​“great​ ​quotes”​ ​strips 
 
 

 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​​ ​​ ​​ ​Here’s​ ​how​ ​one​ ​school​ ​uses​ ​the​ ​Kick-off​ ​Kit​ ​printables​ ​to​ ​make​ ​a​ ​bulletin​ ​board.  

 



 

 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


